Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 150 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.054; wR factor = 0.146; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.9.
In the molecule of the title compound, C 8 H 6 Cl 2 O 2 , the benzene ring is oriented with respect to the planar ester group at a dihedral angle of 39.22 (3) . 
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Bruker-Nonius Kappa CCD areadetector diffractometer Absorption correction: Gaussian (Coppens, 1970 Data collection: COLLECT (Hooft, 1998) and DENZO (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997 ); cell refinement: DIRAX/LSQ (Duisenberg, 1992) ); data reduction: EvalCCD (Duisenberg, 1992) ); program(s) used to solve structure: SIR92 (Altomare et al., 1994 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. 
Comment
The title compound is a lachrymator and a drug intermediate. Methyl 2,5-di-chlorobenzoate is widely employed in synthetic organic chemistry for example, 2,5-dichlorobenzohydrazide, 2,5-disubstituted-1,3,4-oxadiazoles (Zheng et al., 2003; Al-Talib et al., 1990) and 5-substituted-2-mercapto-1,3,4-oxadiazoles (Yousif et al., 1986; Ahmad et al., 2001; Al-Soud et al., 2004; El-Emam et al., 2004) . In addition, methyl 4-(bromomethyl)benzoate has been used in the synthesis of 1-(carboxybenzyl)imidazole-5-acrylic acids, which are potent and selective angiotensin II receptor antagonists (Weinstock et al., 1991) .In view of the versatility of these compounds, we have synthesized the title compound, and report herein its crystal structure.
In the molecule of the title compound, (Fig. 1) , the bond lengths and angles are generally within normal ranges (Cambridge Structural Database, Version 5.28, November 2006; Mogul Version 1.1; Allen, 2002 , Bruno et al., 2004 . The benzene ring (C1-C6) is oriented with respect to the planar ester group (O1/O2/C1/C7/C8) at a dihedral angle of 39.22 (3)°.
Experimental
For the preparation of the title compound, the mixture of 2,5-dichlorobenzoic acid (2.05 g, 10 mmol) and absolute methanol (50 ml) in the presence of a few drops of suphuric acid was refluxed for 5 h. The excess of solvent was removed by distillation.
The solid residue for filltered off, washed with water and recystallized from ethanol (30%) to give the title compound (yied; 88%, m.p. 319-321 K). Suitable single crystals of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution at room temperature.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93 and 0.96 Å for aromatic and methyl H, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. 
